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Emma Grimes Alumni 
Wisconsin School for 3. 
the Deaf 1887-1888 


AVAILABLE 


& member of historic African 
American community 
Pleasant Ridge 
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Emma Grimes Alumni 
WSD 1887-1888 


Emma Grimes also known as Emily - 
possibly the first African American student 
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ኩኒ VS N 
1 


“АС 


at WSD 

2 Daughter of Emma Grimes, full name Amy 
Emma Nancy Green Grimes and Thomas 
Grimes. 

3 Hometown: Beetown, WI near Pleasant 


Ridge in Grant County near Lancaster, WI. 
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Attended Wisconsin School for the Deaf 
1887-1888 at the age of 14. 


Died June 6, 1888 at home of Tuberculosis 
(or *measles) at the age of 15 years, two 
days. 
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This is a good 
example of when the 
OCR does not pick up 
the name. The name 
Emma two lines 
above is in yellow 
from OCR recognition 
but Emma Grimes 
name is not 
highlighted. This is a 
good example to 
show students that 
name or keyword 
searches are only the 
beginning of 
research. 


List of New Pupils Admitted since September, 1886. 


NAMI 
Apitz, Herman 
Crehan, le 


, Henry 
Emma 
in 
Christi 
, Roman 


MeCloud, Oscar 
Mullen, Joseph 

O' Leary, Stephen 
O' Rouk 

Olson, Swan Saron 
Partridge, Wil 
Peterson, 


1 и 
, Anna 
Wood, ( 
Wood, I አ 
Zingler, John 


TOWN COUNTY 
'atertown, Jetferson 
irie du Chien, Crawford 
Sturgeon Bay, Door 
West Merrill, Lincoli 
Walwort! 
Dun 
Beaver Dum, lu 
> "в, mro 


151 Plum St: 
Burnham 8t. Milwaukee 
Columbia 


Walworth 


ayette 


auke 


Burnett 
Green Lak: 
Fond du Lax 


Milwauk« 
1 


Walworth 
Walworth 
, Dane 
Wausau, Marathor 


FORM OF APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION 


STO THE 


Wisconsin Institution fov the Edueat t of the Deal + Dumb 


hereby make application for the admission of 


TUTION FOR THE €DUGATION OF THE 


' AND Dump, believing that, on account of DEAT) cannot be educated in a common 
school, and that the following statements are correct, 


Full name of Deaf-mute, - 
Date of Birth, - 
: of Birth, - 
Names of Parents, Father, 
Mother, 


Residence of Parents, Town, 


Railroad Station, 
Occupation of Father or Mother, 
ity of Father a 
s the Child born de 
Or, what was th 
At what 
Is the above the Physician’s Opinion? 


Is Deafne 


Can the Child ? 

Can the Child Read from the L 

Has the Child been under Instruction? 
Where? - 
How Long? 

Has the Child Paralysis? 


he any special Mark or Peculiarity? 
he ever used Spirits or Tobacco? 
What is the General Health? - 


Mumps? - 
Measles? - 
Whooping-cough ? 
Scarlet-fever? 
Has it been Vaccinated? — - 
Are any of the Family connections Deaf 7 
Were the Parents related before Marriage? - 
Names of all the children in the order of age, 


Signature of Per- 
son Making Ap- ! 
plication. 

Post-office, ሥ- 


МАЛА Д /.3 188 ^ 


when filled, shouldbe sent to the Superintendent of the Wisconsin Institution for Deaf and 
Walieorth County, Wisconsin. 


፪ BIG PICNIC AND | 


| BARBECUE | 


Amy Greene Grimes 
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Thomas 


. Thomas’ farm was typical of the 
e era, a very diversified farm. He had 
Grime 5. ን ag cows, sheep, pigs and chickens. He 


F th raised Indian corn, oats, rve, 
а cr гроша DIIS и wheat, and potatoes. He also had 8 


1886 Thomas 1 
owned; horses, 8 apple trees on % acre. 
cattle, 25 pigs, and 
2 wagons/carrlages My guess is the small apple 
orchard was near his house. It's 
1880 Personal not hard to imagine Emma and her 
Property of Thomas ; siblings playing hide and seek in 


Grimes: In 1880 the apple orchard. (James Hibbard) 
Thomas owned 3 
horses, 5 cattle, 9 


sheep and 20 pigs 
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d.01 
( 


(m) Taylor? 


NANCY GRI) MES 


illiam O, В, St. Francois Co., 


oss in 18 
nt Ridge 


Albert Ross Joseph Grimes Martha Grimes 
lived at PR. lived at P.R. 

until 1870 until 1870's 

Left WI in 1875 

for Shipman, IL 


Dec 1865 
мо 


Pinkney Taylor 
lived at Pleasant Ridge until 1870 
Adeline Taylor 


John Taylor Lillie Greene 
d. 1867 dau. of Amy Greene, 
Ada Taylor raised by John & Lillie Greene, 
b. ca Not a child of Thomas Grimes 
lived at Pleasant Rige until 1870's 2 St 

4. after 1948 Chariton, LA 
МоШе Taylor 
4. 1864 lived 


Mattie Wayne 
b. 1865 


Henry Grim 


(m) Romulus Richmond 29 Dec 18; 


Henry Grimes 


Mary Grimes 


Charles 


lived Clinto, 
visits PI 


n, [ላ 
t Ridge 


Mary Grimes 


Samuel Grimes 
b. ca 1868 

4. 1941 

(m) Lavinia -~ 
Lived New Orlans 


(m) Lavinia -.. 
Lived New Orleans 


80 


a 


4 


b 


6 Apr 1902 b. 14 July 1899 
d. 21 Dec 1971 


5 May 1867 
THOMAS GRIMES (M) 15 May 


ከ Oct 1840 
St. Francis Co., MO 
4.05 910 
Ре аве (PR-11) 
HEAD OF ONE OF THE FOUR 
4 ANT RIDGE 
War vet, farmer, bought mother's farm, 


trustee of the United Brethren Church. 


AMY (ЕММАХНАМСУ) СК 


b. 11 Mar 1846 6 
1.22 Feb 1923 (PRN 


(SEE ОКВЕМЕ CHAR 


14 CHILDREN-- ALL BORN AT PLEASANT RIDGE 


Walter Grimes Hardy Grimes 
b. ca 1869 b. 01 Apr 1871 

d. 09 Jan 1927 (PRNC) Pleasant Ridge 

(m) Emma Greene 4, 14 July 1936 

(SEE GREENE CHART) (PRNC) 

Lived North Lancaster, WI (m) 1905 Mollie Scott 


from Chariton Co. IA 


b. 1869 
d. 1933 or 1934 


Gertrude C. Grime 


Earl R. Grimes no children 


4. 05 Dec 1952 


(PRNC) (PRNC) 


(m) Wayman Jones 


lived Madison, WI and 
Evanston, IL, 

Went to Wisc, Univ. and 
Univ. of Michigan. 
Worked as a chef. 


lived in Grant Co. 


Joseph Grimes Henry Grimes 
b. 1874 b. 1875 

а. Aug 1963 (РЕМС) а. ca 1920 
(m) Nettie Gadlin 

Worked as a handyman in 

Lancaster, WI 

(SEE SHEPARD СН. 


Linda Grimes 
b. 26 Dec 1902 
d. 24 Nov 1918 


Fred Grimes 

b. 1878 

Lived with 
Minnie Richmond 
in Madison, УД 
until 1920 then 
lived in Baraboo, 
WI; Farm laborer, 


Died during Great Influenza Epidemic of 1918 


(PR-15) 


Everett W. Grimes 

b. 26 May 1905 

lived Middleton, WI, 
Pharm: 


Grimes 


Family Tree 


Augustus Grimes 
b. June 187 

4. 14 Jan 1914 
Madison 


no children 


Oscar Grimes 


(m) Lulu 一 
no children 


Martha (Mattie) Agnes Grimes 

b. ca 1887 

d. 08 Feb 1922 

(PRNC) 

(m) Arthur G R 1903 


АВТ 


unmarked 


Shepard Family Cemeter 


Nancy Grim 
01 Jan 
d.20 Aug 1892. (PRUM) 


Emily Grimes 
Gus Grime: 
(PR-4) b. 14 Mar 18 
d. 01 Fe 
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PLEASANT RIDGE 


In 1550, Ptoncer African-American families. 
begam arriving in this area when Charles 
and Caroline Shepard and Isaac and Sarah 
Shepard arrived from Fauquier County. 
Virginia. The Shepards came with William 
Horner. the great-nmephew of their former 
owner, Sarah Edmonds. who had freed her 
former slaves tm her will Later. the 
Shepards purchased land from Horner at 
$1.50 per acre. becoming the first African- 
American land owners in thie integrated 
farming community called Picasant Ridge 
The community grew to include over о 
Africam-Amcecricans who were joined by 
German. English amd irish farmers. Together, 
these Pleasant Ridge farmers built è log 
school in 575 and a tog United Brethren 
Church im 3554. In 595. thc younger 
generation of African-Americans bull a 
community» hal where they hosted an 
annal community barbecue. The Africam- 
American cemetery. опе mite “west on 
Slabtown Road, is ome of the few remnants 
~* this remarkable ‘Community. 
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PLEASA 
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NT RIDGE 
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sueAmerican famille 
] wher ር ? 


nd !saac an 
Fauquier 


Nell Fleming Archivist and Jonathan Peterman 
educational assistant traveled to Pleasant 
Ridge for research in June 2021. 


Can you imagine arriving here in horse and 
wagon after a weeks travel from the south, 
before the Civil War? 
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PLEASANT RIDGE 


IN 1666) WILLIAW HORNER OF W 
|} VIRGINIA AND HIS FORMER SLAVES 


p 
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Ollie Lewis was the last 
remaining resident of Pleasant 
Ridge and her house was just 
behind the cemetery on the 
property pictured to the right 
before she passed away. The 
farm that now exists on the 
property is new construction. 


A 


ወ 


IWIN 


PLAT OF 


BEETOWN 
Township 4 North Ranges4&5 West 
of the 4!ኮ Principal Meridiar 


RANT 
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Pleasant Ridge 
Community 


Members of the Pleasant Ridge black community, including 
representatives of the Greene, Shepard, Gadlin, Grimes, and Craig 
families, pictured about 1895. (Courtesy Grant County Historical 
Society ) 
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Pleasant Ridge was started in 
the 1850's by the Shephard 
family of Virginia. 


Most of the members of these 
families were former or 
escaped slaves. Pleasant Ridge 
erew in population from the 
1850's to the 1880's. It reached 
its peak around 1885 of 
approximately 50 people. While 
itis mainly thought of as a 
former slave settlement, the 
white neighbors also consider 
themselves as part of the 
community. 


In 1861 the Grimes family 
arrived from Missouri. 


Pleasant Ridge started to 
decline in population from 
1885-1890 onward. Its decline, 
like the rest of rural America, 
was due to its younger 
generation moving to 
Lancaster, Madison and other 
cities for employment. 


In 1865 the Green family 
arrived from Missouri; and in 
1865 the Richmond family of 
Missouri began to arrive. 


The last resident of Pleasant 
Ridge ws Olive “ОШе” Greene 
Lewis. She was in my opinion, 
the first historian of the 
community. She collectd all the 
photographs and other 
documents that make up the 
Pleasant Ridge collection at the 
Grant County Historical 
Society. Ollie lived from 1889 to 
1959. (James Hibbard) 


Pleasant 
Ridge: a 
summary 
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Еф vu Vebpó. Tea спек. 
Rina Gad li 
debe የረ 
un 
Boras, ^e рака 


wen fisreman 


መ ተሳ деел. 
ጋ SCAR Grimes ፣ 
LESTER GRECI, - 


fleasant Ridgeden © 


The School opened in November 1873 and 
closed in April 1921. From 1873 to the 
1890’s, its typical enrollment was 18 to 28 
students. By 1898-1899 its enrollment 
started decreasing. When the school was 
closed in 1921, it had only five 
students.The school board minutes show 
that Thomas Grimes was the treasurer of 
the school board from August 1878 to 
August 1881. The whole community took 
pride in the school. From its 
establishment, it was integrated, having 
both white and black students. (James 
Hibbard) Emma did attend this school at 
least one year. Her name is in the record. 


Pleasant 


Ridge 
School 
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Christmas Presents 


Following are the names of the pupils 
pul 


who received boxes or paeknges from 
home. The figure next to the name in- 
dicates the number of packawes receis 
ed: those names without figures recels 


Emma was а very good ed one package 
student as her grades 


show. Her assigned Emma received a gift 
number was 175. Grades from her family at 
were 10 for perfect, down Christmas time. 


to 4 for very poor. Emma 


Emma Grebel, Henry Greisen 


z eot mostly 10's her first Emma Grimes, Fannie Groom, 3 
= Herman G ner, Магу Hawer 
Е week.. Eddie Дада ፡ Joni наи 
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Boy's News. 
Cold weather. 
ላ merry christmas! 
А merry christmas and а happy 
New Year will eome soon. 
We (boys) are very anxious to get 
big boxes from home christmas, 


Walter Lindman returned to school 


two Saturday ago, and was active to 
attend the entertainment which was 
held in the chapelon the 10th of Dee 
ember. 

Кеу Dr. Chapin, late president of 
Beloit college, addressed us on Rev. 
Thos. Gallaudet and our boys were 
very attentive in listening to him, 

Eddie May is very anxious and 
hopes that his parenis will send him 
ehristmas gifts. 

Every day our boys are in the habit 
of skating on the ice and their faces 
look like roses, 

The boys would liketo see which 
can earve the turkey the most quickly 
и Christmas dinner 

“Tire DEMOCRAT.” 


Giris Gossip 


y the wind 
plaving games 
We were much pl 
Hannah Dieter shel 
Monday, Хоу ^t 11 


Saturday ix a regular lett 
ии мни "H | |- nnm 

ing all day, Saturday 

We girls) are much. plow 
our new Assistant Matron and be I" 
will always like her a= well a= we 
ром 

Mis Christi 


ifternoen, returni Saturday 


Miss A. Wildernian n 


ely birthday presents fro 


Miss Fannie Gray wrol 
friends here that probably ah 
return te school after Chirietu 
411 hope she will 

One of the girls had a 
Miss Anna Nasse saving sh 
home with her brother Ntanis 
Stevens Point Her sister ፤ 
«till at school in Buffalo, N. Y 

We have often heard of 
Minnie Hollingsworth who 
with her parents at Green Bay 
bas much suffered on secount 


serious illness which has lasted ol 


bout tive months She ssid that she 


expected not to live for a long time, 
We are very sorry for her 

Last week, Mr. Swiler had the gas- 
burners over the large girls studying 
table lowered, and new gas shades put 
on, They now give better light than 
formerly. Uxo. 


LITERARY 


DEPARTMENT 


Gossip. 
Pleasant weather, 
We are come again 


Many leaves on the 


ellow 


Some of the pupils have not come 
о the school vet Why? 


We have elected the officers of the 
lebating Society — President, Seecreta- 
ry, Crith How de you like the 


lew opes"? 


We are enjoying good health with 
he exception of one of the men: her 
who is slightly sick still 

The boys were amazed that the 
Чи girls were во soon busy ironing the 
y в shirts and collars, and they con 
rratulated them very much on their 
пегръу 

Some of the boys, who ure country 
юун, have hada good tine picking 
mzel and hickory nuts and pn paring 


hem to saye for the winter 


Last Monday, the gir enjoyed 
hopping down town. Sonn 
É»ught dudine collars and they booked 


Hee in them 


Mr. Bensted, Mr. Gray and Misses 


and Steinke мачеа ns 


Penni every 


The wenthei 


het. gron ! pla 
ove who defeated them 
The prayer meeting is held. at Che 
om и ТЕЎ on 
unday 4 8 big crowd of boys anx- 
мяу attemled to what some of the 


ove nid teachers saki about the text 


trees are 


What was it 
like to bea 
student at 
WSD in 
1887-1888? 
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II 


Emma Crimes was permitted to go 


home, ou l'uesday, of account of poot 
health. Her father eame over from 
Lancaster after her, 


Why did 
Emma 
leave WSD 


Emma's last words to her 
friends in ASL are not known 
but based on the interpretation 
she may have said *Don't worry, 
I am going home and I will get 
better"it is hard to know from 
the translation what she said 


exactly. 
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How did 


Emma die? 


Emma got sick while attending 
WSD with Phthisis or 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis also 
known as TB. 

Emma left a week before final 
exams and a month before the 


annual picnic. 
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Do 
people 


sull die 
of TB? 


Yes, they do but not often in the US as antibiotics 
can treat early inactive and active TB. 


result of TB. The mortality from TB, 
hat is the number of deaths, is that 

B is the tenth leading cause of] 
death worldwide. TB is the leading 
cause from a single infectious agent, 
ranking above HIV/AIDS. In 2019 an 
estimated 1.21 million people who 

ere HIV negative died of TB 
(Google) 
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Registration of Deaths: 


iVi, Jay 
0ኗ808 YA 


Contradictory 


Sources 


A Second death record shows 
Emma having died of 
complications to measles. It is 
hard to know why there are two 
death records for her. It is very 


possible she had both diseases. 
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Where is 


Emma 
Buried? 


Emma is buried in the 
Pleasantville Cemetery in 
Lancaster, WI with the rest 
of her family, near her 
mother and father's 
tombstones . 


HOT VINYHSAQNTS 


in tutumi Recollection, 


onur WALTER -A ET. 12 


wtumn trees I sit; 

wn stream goes laughing bs 
is sing. and blithely fit, 

aze enshrouds the sky. 


v clouds, like driven foam, 

vay "tween the sky and earth; 
y crickets, far from home, 

iy woods pipe out their mirth, 


rod, 1 weep these tears 
n herald summer's death; 


v came with blighting breath 


! and sunshine too, 
rin hie fair hair lies! 
«ky your purple hue 
re deep, than are his eyes: 


rayless palace, where 

is the days and evenings long 
us calm pervades the air, 

1 birds chant а vesper song 


r weeps; he never sighs; 
t «mile is on his Пре, 


pale lips, аі sweet, blue eyes 
re claspt his finger tips 


him violets one day 
vithin his folded hands: 
“us like his eyes? ላ15 ዜነ 


the prirple crowned strat. 


а wreath of fragant flowers, 
elit where his heart once bent 
tall the silent hours 


those blossoms pure and sweet 


ed his hair of shining gold, 


his pale brow on that day 
1048, like marble cold 
fell like the ocean spray, 


MAUD Sarrony 


If Emma had 
lived what 
might she 
have done 

at WSD the 
following 
Year? 
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A note about 
terminology 


and archival 
records. 


In the early days of WSD History 
1852-1939 people of color who are of 
African American descent were 
often identified or self identified as 
Negro, or Colored. Emma’s family 
identified her as an American 
Negro on her entry record. WSD 
staff wrote colored on the back of 


her entry record. 


lise in Institution [በኮ Y ids 
Wisconsin Institution for the Education of the Deal g Dumb 


Has it 
22. Amany of the Family ፀበከበፎቋህጩ ary - | 
23. Were the Purenta related before Marriage” c 
20. Nasen od all the Мена im thn ander of age, Oe l 
AMV 


Timeline of 
WSD and 


Emma Grimes 
1848 WSD is 1873 Grimes 
established enters WSD 

The Shepard Emma ud 
e Family arrives Grimes is > 
2 in Grant 1852 Боги 88 m. 
8 County (Green 5 1887 X 

and Grimes 


families to 
follow 1861) 
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RIP Emma 
Grimes 
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American 


Clester [Chester] 1914 Darien 
White 
Clester is the 


Rosa Donaldson 1919 Beloit name on the 
entry record and 
я | listed 12 times in 
5 Lester Hilton 1925 - 1931 Marinette the W.T. 
newspaper. 
Е Е Е Twice he is 
nu Veodis Robinson 1939 Milwaukee qe 
Chester in the 
Benny Lee Harris 1048 - 1954 Milwaukee W.T. newspaper. 
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Places to Visit 
>. 


e Grant County Historical Society and 
Museum in Lancaster, WI 

Old World Wisconsin 

Pleasantvile Cemetery 

Wisconsin Historical Society 
Wisconsin Black Historical Society 
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Resources 


Ollie Green's historic response (the last 


resident of Pleasant Ridge) 


In the Land of Freedom?: Early Life of 
Free African Americans in the Rural 


Wisconsin Settlement of Pleasant Ridge, 
1848-1865. By: Rachel Tierney 


A Place Forgotten: Former Slave 
Settlement of Pleasant Ridge 


Black Settlers in Rural Wisconsin 


>. 
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Thank vou 


James Hibbard UW Plattville Archivist 

Patricia Ballwig UW Plattville Archivist Assistant 
Tracy Lee Robarts Executive Director Grant 
County Historical Society 
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THANK YOU 
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